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Our Vision is to be a Dynamic Community of Believers

December 3, 2025

"The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world."

From the Pastor . . .

Dear Church Family,
We are officially in the season of

Advent! Advent is a season of prepa-
ration for the celebration of Christ-
mas. The word Advent comes from
the Latin word adventus which
means "coming" or “visit." Advent be-
gins four Sundays before Christmas
and ends on Christmas Eve. During
Advent, we prepare for and anticipate the coming of
Christ. We remember the longing of Jews for a Messiah
and our own longing for and need for forgiveness, salva-
tion, and a new beginning. We look back and prepare to
celebrate the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, while also
looking forward as we anticipate the second coming of
Christ as the fulfillment of all that was promised by his
first coming. 

This Advent our sermon series is called Let Heaven
and Nature Sing; each week the sermon will be inspired
by an Advent or Christmas hymn. This Sunday, December
7th, the hymn will be Joy to the World. It is a unique
Christmas hymn because it does not mention Mary and
Joseph, Bethlehem, shepherds, or magi, or even baby
Jesus. Instead, Joy to the World references the original sin
from Genesis 3 and the culmination of God’s promise to
restore all of creation. Joy to the World is based on Psalm
98; I encourage you to read Psalm 98 to prepare your
heart for worship. 

If you are looking for a Bible study or want to have a
more meaningful Advent and Christmas season, I want to
invite you to join me on Wednesdays at 6:00 PM in the
Chaney Fellowship Classroom for our Advent study called
The Journey. During this busy season I encourage every-
one to add a devotional practice, Bible study, or prayer
practice. I promise your Christmas will be even more
meaningful if you first celebrate the season of Advent!

God Bless You,
Pastor Katie

The Blessing Box

We need volunteers to fill the Blessing Box during the day! 

Call the church office to sign up for a time.



Please review the names on the prayer list. Names will remain on the prayer list for 2 weeks. 
At the end of 2 weeks to continue the name, please call the church office.

Ruth Ashcraft member.....................
Bill Beller member...........................
Brent Bentley member.....................
Larry Bentley member......................
Glenda Bowers member...................
Winnell Calhoun member.................
Ruby Curl member..........................
Starr Kent member..........................
Aline McCracken member................
Billy Prickett member.......................
Rebecca Richman member..............
Eleanor Royer member....................
Alannette Rushing member..............
Brenda Sandage member................
Dawn Wilkins Eliason friend of a member..........
Robert Evans friend of members.....................
Bill Hess father of April Rice............................
Michele Howard friend of Joe & Kay Pool.................
Kellyn Hylle great niece of Chaney & Leah Taylor........................
Ida Sue Luker cousin of Martha Lewallen.....................
Everleen Phillips friend of members.................
Heather Pool niece of Joe & Kay Pool......................
Kervin Robinson father of Michael Robinson 
Larry Tackett father of Rikki Painter......................
Banks Shaw Barbara & Ron Cheatham's.......................

Great Grandson
Charles & Gina Williams friends of members......

Our Prayers for Those at Home Our Prayers for Those in Health Care Centers and
Retirement Homes

Staff Sergeant Cole Long Great Nephew of Verona Bebow.....

Trent McDonald cousin of member..................

Lt. Col. Shannon McLoughlin daughter of Cecilia Vinson..

Capt. Chris Milum husband of Kaylea Milum................

Cmdr. Greg Tebbetts son of Diane & Terrell Tebbetts...........

Ltc. Colonel John Tice nephew of Verona Bebow.........

Major Joe Warren ...............

Lance Cpl. James Brantley Wheeler cousin of member.........

Our Prayers for Those in U.S. Military Service

Cave City Nursing Home
Richard Ashcraft member..............

Eagle Mountain Assisted Living
Ruth Chesnutt mother of Gayle Ross.................

Wildwood Independent Living
Nelda Hackworth member.............
Joe Don Reynolds member............
Dorace Williams member..............

Wood-Lawn Heights
Sally Allen mother of Vicki Reed.......................
Benolyn Kramer aunt of Sonya Massey..............
Asa Whitaker member..................

Woodcrest Assisted Living
Ernestine Boyce member..............
Mary Carol Smith friend of members.............

The Springs of Searcy Health & Rehabilitation
Judy Murrah member....................

Those who have listed family in military service, please
review and update the status of your service member.
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If you need pastoral assistance contact:
Pastor Katie Pearce at the church office (870) 793-3803

December 2, 2025

Our Prayers for Those in Hospitals

Blessing Box
Help stock our Blessing Box

Pull tops please on can goods.
Thank you for being a blessing those less fortunate!

Bring to church and put in the basket in front of the
church office



Church
Leadership

Senior Pastor
Reverend Katie Pearce
katie.pearce@arumc.org

Church Administrator
Teresa Brown

Minister to
Children & Family

Ministries
Katie McLean

Director of Youth, Young
Adults, and Welcome

Lorrie McClure

Director of
Traditional Worship

Marc Sexton

Worship Leader
Alicia Williams

Treasurer
Ruby Curl

Custodian
Joe Johnson

Lay Leader
Dr. Terrell Tebbetts

Lay Servants/Ministers
Sandy West

Asa Whitaker

Church Council Chair
Barrett Moore

Finance Chair
Ron Lewallen

Staff/Parish Chair
Rikki Painter

Trustees Chair
Jim McSpadden

Our Mailing Address is:
First United
Methodist Church
P.O. Box 2014
Batesville, AR 72503-2014

December 7 Rhonda Wise
December 8 Stefanie Carpenter
   Seth Kemp
   Charlotte Rose
December 9 Christy Dodd
   Richard Frasier
   Daniel Griffin
December 10 Zeb Erick Anderson
   Kathleen Reynolds
December 12 Marti Ruiz
December 13 Ameé Simmons Gould
   Sakarin Koonopakarn
   Sterling Dias-Koonopakarn
   Martha Lewallen
   Sarah Lynn Reynolds
******************************
December 9 Daniel & Ramona Shaffer

Birthdays and Anniversaries
from UMMEN Calendar

Our Gifts

Received in November

Received through 11-2-2025.................

Total Giving $4,581.48..........................

Received through 11-9-2025.................

Total Giving $6,081.57..........................

Received through 11-16-2025...............

Total Giving $3,984.02..........................

Received through 11-23-2025...............

Total Giving $24,057,88........................

Received through 11-30-2025...............

Total Giving $2,995.00..........................

Our Service
for November 30th

ALTAR FLOWERS given to the honor and
glory of God by Paulette Arnold.

ALTAR GUILD: Karen Holifield
Diana Waldrip
Joyce Prickett

COMMUNION  STEWARDS:
Alice Simmons & Robin Brock

GREETERS:

9:00 Jim Ramsey

11:00 Charles & Sue Kibbe

CHILDREN'S SERMON:  Amanda Roberts

LITURGIST:  Pete Roulier

USHERS:  Need Ushers
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Our Presence

Online Worship Views
November 23rd

11:00 Service (YT 14 + FB 141 ) 155......
9:00 Service(FB) 147..............................

In-Person Attendance
November 30th 89.................................

Scripture for Sunday's Sermon
Psalm 98:4-9

Flower Calendar 2025
We invite you to provide flowers for the altar by
signing up on the calendar near the office (or
calling the office). You may donate $50 or more,
contact Signature Gifts to work with them, or
create your own arrangement/work with a florist
of your choice. The flowers are noted in the
bulletin, and following Sunday worship, volun-
teers arrange them into individual vases and
take them to members who are ill or home-
bound. 
Please take a moment to pick a Sunday where
you can be a part of this wonderful ministry.

NEW Flower Calendar for 2025 is Available

Upcoming Open Dates     Dec. 28



First United Methodist Church
615 East Main St.
P.O. Box 2014
Batesville, AR 72503-2014
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email us at fumcbatesville@gmail.com

Check out newsletters online!

www.fumcbatesville.org/

Next Newsletter Deadline

Community Breakfast

Free
8:30 Every Saturday
FUMC Fellowship Hall

9:00 & 11:00 Worship Services

Livestream on 

YouTube and on Facebook

Articles for the December 10 th newsletter must be submitted by 10:00 am Monday, December 8th, to the church office
or by email to Lyndal at lyndalwaits@sbcglobal.net.

Join the Monday Night Men’s Bible Study Group for food
and fellowship  on Dec 8th, 6:00pm, at the Grammer
House.  Bring your favorite food.

SUNDAY MORNINGS
9:00am Contemporary Service—Fellowship Hall

Kids Sunday School 9:30am
Adults Sunday School 10:00am

11:00am Traditional Service—Sanctuary

Announcements

Dec 3rd BFUMC Kids - 6:00pm
  BFUMC Youth - 6:00pm

Chancel Choir Practice - 6:00pm
Wednesday Night Bible Study - 6:00pm

Dec 6th Community Breakfast - 8:30am - Fellowship Hall
Dec 8th Men's Bible Study - Grammer House - 6:00pm
Dec 8th Young Men's Group - Alpha Room - 6:30pm


