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December 24, 2025

From the Pastor...

Dear Church Family,

Thank you so much for the won-
derful Farewell Luncheon! | am so
appreciative of SPR for planning the
lunch and to everyone who attended.
| also appreciate all the kind words,
calls and texts, cards, and prayers
you have sent me over the last few
weeks. Transitions are hard, but you
have helped by giving such a wonderful farewell!

| have loved being your pastor. FUMC Batesville is an
incredibly special place with incredibly special people. |
have learned so much from being your pastor and | have
experienced God’s grace through you. | am taking many
wonderful memories and lessons with me to Pulaski
Heights UMC.

As | said on Sunday in worship, after December 31 |
won’t be your pastor anymore; | won't be returning to do
pastoral duties. This is not because | don’t love you and
love being your pastor! | love you dearly, but | will step
away because | want you to love and embrace your new
pastor. Our relationship will change from being pastor and
congregation to being friends and | will be cheering you
on from Little Rock. | will be praying for you, Pastor Tom,
and for your next pastor; | covet your prayers on my new
journey. Thank you so much for allowing me to be your
pastor! May God bless you!

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Katie

Spend Christmas Eve with First
» United Mcthodist Church

Silent Night

Silent night, holy night!

All is calm, all is bright.

Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,

Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia,
Christ the Savior is born!

Christ the Savior is born.

Silent night, holy night!

Son of God love's pure light.
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth.

Jesus Lord, at Thy birth

"The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world."
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Please review the names on the prayer list. Names will remain on the prayer list for 2 weeks.
At the end of 2 weeks to continue the name, please call the church office.

|0ur Prayers for Those at Home

Ruth Ashcraft.......cccceueeneeee. member

Bill Beller.....cocvveieinininan.n.. member

Brent Bentley.....cc.coeenenenie. member

Larry Bentley........coceeennee. member

Glenda Bowers........c..c........ member

Winnell Calhoun ................. member

Ruby Curl ..o member

Starr Kent...ooveveviniinienennn, member

Aline McCracken ................ member

Billy Prickett......cc.coeevvenenne. member

Rebecca Richman .............. member

Eleanor Royer ........ccc.eeueee. member

Alannette Rushing.............. member

Brenda Sandage ................ member

Louise Watson ................... wife of Terry Watson.

Dawn Wilkins Eliason.......... friend of a member

Robert Evans .......cc.ccoevveeee. friend of members

Bill HESS ..uevinieiieiiieeieenn father of April Rice
Michele Howard ................. friend of Joe & Kay Pool
Kellyn Hylle.....ccccevvevnnennn.e. great niece of Chaney & Leah Taylor
Ida Sue Luker .....cocvenvennenne. cousin of Martha Lewallen
Tammie Murphree.............. daughter of Linda Thompson
Everleen Phillips................. friend of members

Heather Pool...........ccceeenee.. niece of Joe & Kay Pool
Andy Rhodes........cc.ceeunnenn. friend of members

Kervin Robinson................. father of Michael Robinson
Banks Shaw.........c.ccoveneeee. Barbara & Ron Cheatham's

Great Grandson
Charles & Gina Williams...... friends of members

Our Prayers for Those in Health Care Centers and
Retirement Homes

Cave City Nursing Home
Richard Ashcraft.............. member

Eagle Mountain Assisted Living

Ruth Chesnutt................. mother of Gayle Ross
Wildwood Independent Living

Nelda Hackworth............. member

Joe Don Reynolds............ member

Dorace Williams .............. member

Wood-Lawn Heights

Sally Allen......cocvvveennenen. mother of Vicki Reed
Benolyn Kramer .............. aunt of Sonya Massey
Asa Whitaker .................. member

Woodcrest Assisted Living
Ernestine Boyce .............. member
Mary Carol Smith............. friend of members

The Springs of Searcy Health & Rehabilitation
Judy Murrah.........cc.oeoais member

Our Prayers for Those in U.S. Military Service

Those who have listed family in military service, please
review and update the status of your service member.

Our Prayers for Those in Hospitals

The Blessing Box
We need volunteers to fill the Blessing Box during the day!
Call the church office to sign up for a time.

Staff Sergeant Cole Long.....Great Nephew of Verona Bebow
Trent McDonald.................. cousin of member
Lt. Col. Shannon McLoughlin..daughter of Cecilia Vinson

Capt. Chris Milum ......ccveuenes husband of Kaylea Milum
Cmdr. Greg Tebbetts........... son of Diane & Terrell Tebbetts
Ltc. Colonel John Tice ......... nephew of Verona Bebow

Major Joe Warren ...............
Lance Cpl. James Brantley Wheeler ......... cousin of member

December 24 - December 26

i
th

CHURCH OFFICE
WILL BE CLOSED

Blessing Box
Help stock our Blessing Box
Pull tops please on can goods.
Thank you for being a blessing those less fortunate!
Bring to church and put in the basket in front of the
church office

If you need pastoral assistance contact:
Pastor Katie Pearce at the church office (870) 793-3803

| December 23, 2025
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Church
Leadership

Senior Pastor
Reverend Katie Pearce
katie.pearce@arumc.org

Church Administrator
Teresa Brown

Minister to
Children & Family
Ministries
Katie McLean

Director of Youth, Young
Adults, and Welcome

Lorrie McClure

Director of
Traditional Worship
Marc Sexton

Worship Leader
Alicia Williams

Treasurer
Ruby Curl

Custodian
Joe Johnson

Lay Leader
Dr. Terrell Tebbetts

Lay Servants/Ministers
Sandy West
Asa Whitaker

Church Council Chair
Barrett Moore

Finance Chair
Ron Lewallen

Staff/Parish Chair
Rikki Painter

Trustees Chair
Jim McSpadden

Our Presence

Online Worship Views
December 14™

12:00 Service (YT 68 + FB 196) ...... 264

Birthdays and Anniversaries
from UMMEN Calendar

9:00 Service(FB) wuuvveveiiernierieeeeenenee, 332
In-PersonAttendance
December21%.........cc.ccoveeveveennne. 110
Our Gifts
Received in December

Received through................. 12-7-2025
Total GIVING .eceeeveeerrrereeeeenn, $8,616.00
Received through............... 12-14-2025
Total GIVING weevveeeeeeeerrrreeeee. $10,511.31
Received through............... 12-21-2025
Total GiVING ....vvvveeeenrernrannns $11,850.00

December 28 Sunny McKinney
December 29 Peyton Osborn
December 30 David Wilkerson
December 31 Emma Glover Barber
Paige Presley
January 2 Wesley Gay
January 3 Alicia Williams

Heather Jackson
Alice Simmons
January 4 Devin Rice
Kristin Rice
January 5 Daniel King
January 6 Sonja Massey Turner
January 7 April McSpadden
January 8 Joel Wagoner

Shea Wilkerson Ade
January 9 Katie Pearce
January 10 Virginia Gray Patterson
Chad Wann
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December 29 David & Kathy McKinney

Our Mailing Address is:

First United

Methodist Church

P.O. Box 2014

Batesville, AR 72503-2014

January 3 Mitch & Sarah Bolin
January 5 Tim & Ronda Thompson
Scripture for Sunday's Sermon IN HONOR OF
John 1:1-14

AMANDA LUCY

for her tireless work in The Giving Tree
by the LIFE Class

Our Service

for December 28"

ALTAR FLOWERS given to the honor and
glory of God by
(need altar flowers this Sunday)

ALTAR GUILD: Karen Holifield
Diana Waldrip
Joyce Prickett

GREETERS:
9:00 John Ellis
11:00 Ken & Penny Rueter

CHILDREN'S SERMON: Amanda Lucy
LITURGIST: Ken Rueter
USHERS: Need Ushers

Flower Calendar 2025

We invite you to provide flowers for the altar by
signing up on the calendar near the office (or
calling the office). You may donate $50 or more,
contact Signature Gifts to work with them, or
create your own arrangement/work with a florist
of your choice. The flowers are noted in the
bulletin, and following Sunday worship, volun-
teers arrange them into individual vases and
take them to members who are ill or home-
bound.

Please take a moment to pick a Sunday where
you can be a part of this wonderful ministry.

NEW Flower Calendar for 2026 is Available

Upcoming Open Dates Dec. 28
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email us at fumcbatesville@gmail.com
Check out newsletters online!
www.fumcbatesville.org/
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Join the Monday Night Men’s Bible Study Group for food
and fellowship on Dec 29", 6:00pm, at the Grammer
House. Bring your favorite food.

9:00 & 11:00 Worship Services
Livestream on
YouTube and on Facebook

Announcements

Dec 24™ Kids & Youth are off and return January 7%
No Chancel Choir Practice - 6:00pm
No Wednesday Night Bible Study - 6:00pm
Christmas Eve Service - In the Sanctuary - 6:00pm
Community Breakfast - 8:30am - Fellowship Hall
Men's Bible Study - Grammer House - 6:00pm

The Church Office will be closed

Wednesday, December 24 - December 26, 2025

No Newsletter on December 31%

Next Newsletter will be on January 7%

Dec 24"
Dec 27™
Dec 29™

SUNDAYMORNINGS
9:00am Contemporary Service—Fellowship Hall
Kids Sunday School 9:30am
Adults Sunday School 10:00am
11:00am Traditional Service—Sanctuary

f}‘*b\‘_ Community Breakfast
A8

@0 Free
N4 8:30 Every Saturday

FUMC Fellowship Hall

Next Newsletter Deadline

Articles for the January 7" newsletter must be submitted by 10:00 am Monday, January 5™, to the church office or by

email to Lyndal at lyndalwaits@sbcglobal.net.




