
First United Methodist Challenge
615 East Main Street  Batesville, Arkansas 72501  870-793-3803

www.fumcbatesville.org

Our Vision is to be a Dynamic Community of Believers

January 21, 2026

"The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world."

From the Pastor . . .

“I am leaving you with a gift—
peace of mind and heart. And the
peace I give is a gift the world can-
not give. So don’t be troubled or
afraid. (John 14:27)

Dear Church Family,
This week we’ll be looking at

some of Paul’s writing to the church at Corinth. This
church had issues. Paul addresses the divisions within
the Corinthian church. While there are many sources of
division, he first tackles the issue that some were follow-
ers of Paul, some Apollos, some Peter, and some Christ.
Paul blows the whistle and stops play. He says (and I’ll
just summarize) “Were any of these people crucified for
you? Because Jesus dying on the cross is the very power
of God.”

The whole text is 1 Corinthians 1:7-18, and you can go
directly to the text by clicking on these words in bold:
THIS WEEK'S READING.

The world can offer a lot of things, some good and
some bad. Many people can provide us with comfort,
care, knowledge, assistance and much more. But only
Jesus can give us a gift that world can not give. 

I believe in the power of the local church because we
are the body of Christ. I have found that this congregation
believes that, too. I see so many people giving of them-
selves in the ministries of the church, making sure the
church runs as it should. I know the effort this takes, and
I appreciate all that you all do.

Hope to see you in church this Sunday. And if you can’t
make it, perhaps you can tune in on the radio, Facebook,
or You Tube. If that describes your attendance, please
feel free to call me or the church with any spiritual needs
you may have. And of course, your financial support is
always appreciated as well.

May you be richly blessed this week.
Tom

Starting church mice 2026!
If you are interested in doing work

for the church that includes cleaning,
painting, moving stuff, etc. please
consider being a church mouse. 

We start at 9, end at 3 and have lunch and fellowship.
Our first meeting will be Tues Feb 3 at 9 and we will start
cleaning in the kitchen. 

We really need folks that work in the breakfast and
other food events to help. It’s a come and help if you can,
no commitment kind of job. 

Please call or text Gayle Ross at 870-307-9757 to join.

Our Warming Center at the Grammar
House is open whenever the temperature
reaches 25 degrees.  We are seeking
volunteers to help staff the center, laun-
der and reset the beds, and otherwise

help restock the center with food.  

More info about the Columbarium

An example of the
engraving on the

niche.

A niche in the Columbarium may be purchased for
$800.00. A niche can contain two equally sized urns.

Engravings and costs:
The process involves taking off the front plate and

putting a temporary plate on the niche. They take it back
to the shop and do the engraving and then bring back and
put back on the niche.

When you purchase a niche and go ahead and have
names and dates of births engraved the cost will be
$200.00. 

Then when one passes away and they come back to
engrave the date of death it will be $200.00

If family waited to do all the engraving when both
passed away it would be $200.00.

Each time they come back to do an engraving it will
cost $200.00



Please review the names on the prayer list. Names will remain on the prayer list for 2 weeks. 
At the end of 2 weeks to continue the name, please call the church office.

Ruth Ashcraft member.....................
Bill Beller member...........................
Brent Bentley member.....................
Larry Bentley member......................
Glenda Bowers member...................
Winnell Calhoun member.................
Ruby Curl member..........................
Starr Kent member..........................
Aline McCracken member................
Billy Prickett member.......................
Eleanor Royer member....................
Alannette Rushing member..............
Brenda Sandage member................
Louise Watson wife of Terry Watson....................
Dawn Wilkins Eliason friend of a member..........
Robert Evans friend of members.....................
Bill Hess father of April Rice............................
Michele Howard friend of Joe & Kay Pool.................
Kellyn Hylle great niece of Chaney & Leah Taylor........................
Ida Sue Luker cousin of Martha Lewallen.....................
Tammie Murphree daughter of Linda Thompson..............
Everleen Phillips friend of members.................
Heather Pool niece of Joe & Kay Pool......................
Andy Rhodes friend of members......................
Kervin Robinson father of Michael Robinson.................
Banks Shaw Barbara & Ron Cheatham's.......................

Great Grandson
Charles & Gina Williams friends of members......

Our Prayers for Those at Home Our Prayers for Those in Health Care Centers and
Retirement Homes

Staff Sergeant Cole Long Great Nephew of Verona Bebow.....

Trent McDonald cousin of member..................

Lt. Col. Shannon McLoughlin daughter of Cecilia Vinson..

Capt. Chris Milum husband of Kaylea Milum................

Cmdr. Greg Tebbetts son of Diane & Terrell Tebbetts...........

Ltc. Colonel John Tice nephew of Verona Bebow.........

Major Joe Warren ...............

Lance Cpl. James Brantley Wheeler cousin of member.........

Our Prayers for Those in U.S. Military Service

Cave City Nursing Home
Richard Ashcraft member..............

Eagle Mountain Assisted Living
Ruth Chesnutt mother of Gayle Ross.................

Wildwood Independent Living
Nelda Hackworth member.............
Joe Don Reynolds member............
Dorace Williams member..............

Wood-Lawn Heights
Sally Allen mother of Vicki Reed.......................
Benolyn Kramer aunt of Sonya Massey..............

Woodcrest Assisted Living
Ernestine Boyce member..............
Mary Carol Smith friend of members.............

The Springs of Searcy Health & Rehabilitation
Judy Murrah member....................

Those who have listed family in military service, please
review and update the status of your service member.
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If you need pastoral assistance contact:
Pastor Tom Frase at the church office (870) 793-3803

January 20, 2026

Our Prayers for Those in Hospitals

Our sympathy goes out to Abby Barker and family and
Amy Blaylock and family, in the death of their
father, Asa Whitaker, who passed away January 17th. 

Funeral services will begin at 2:00pm Thursday, Janu-
ary 22, 2026, at First United Methodist Church with Rev.
Katie Pearce and Rev. Thomas Frase officiating. Burial
will follow at Oaklawn Cemetery under the direction of
Roller-Crouch Funeral Home.

Visitation will be held from 1:00pm Thursday, January
22nd, until the service begins at the church.

 Our Prayers for Those Who Mourn  Blessing Box
Collecting these items this week

Canned meat, tuna, chicken, Vienna sausage
Bring to church and put in the basket in front of the

church office



Church
Leadership

Senior Pastor
Reverend Thomas Frase
thomas.frase@arumc.org

Church Administrator
Teresa Brown

Minister to
Children & Family

Ministries
Katie McLean

Director of Youth, Young
Adults, and Welcome

Lorrie McClure

Director of
Traditional Worship

Marc Sexton

Worship Leader
Alicia Williams

Treasurer
Ruby Curl

Custodian
Joe Johnson

Lay Leader
Dr. Terrell Tebbetts

Lay Servants/Ministers
Sandy West

Asa Whitaker

Church Council Chair
Barrett Moore

Finance Chair
Ron Lewallen

Staff/Parish Chair
Rikki Painter

Trustees Chair
Jim McSpadden

Our Mailing Address is:
First United
Methodist Church
P.O. Box 2014
Batesville, AR 72503-2014

January 29 Miller Bryant
January 31 Ramona Shaffer

Birthdays and Anniversaries
from UMMEN Calendar

Our Gifts

Received in January

Received through 1-4-2026....................

Total Giving $18,357.81........................

Received through 1-11-2026.................

Total Giving $10,751.39........................

Received through 1-18-2026.................

Total Giving $19,404.02........................

Our Service
for January 25th

ALTAR FLOWERS given to the honor and
glory of God

ALTAR GUILD: Karen Holifield
Diana Waldrip
Joyce Prickett

GREETERS:

9:00 Maggie Beshears

11:00 Joel & Jeannie Wagoner

CHILDREN'S SERMON:  Amanda Roberts

LITURGIST:   Lily Barker

USHERS:  Need Ushers
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Our Presence

January 11th

Online Worship Views
11:00 Service (YT 27 + FB 237) 264.......
9:00 Service(FB) 241..............................
In-Person Attendance
January 18th 111...................................

Scripture for Sunday's Sermon

1 Corinthians 1:7-18

Flower Calendar 2026
We invite you to provide flowers for the altar by
signing up on the calendar near the office (or
calling the office). You may donate $50 or more,
contact Signature Gifts to work with them, or
create your own arrangement/work with a florist
of your choice. The flowers are noted in the
bulletin, and following Sunday worship, volun-
teers arrange them into individual vases and
take them to members who are ill or home-
bound. 
Please take a moment to pick a Sunday where
you can be a part of this wonderful ministry.

Open Dates, Feb 1,8,15,22

Sign up in the hallway by the office.

Flower Vase Liners
The flowers in the brass vase in the

sanctuary are placed in a plastic black
liner.

If you take the flowers home, please
return the black liner to the church. 

The liners are used every Sunday and
for special occasions, such as funerals
and weddings. 

Year End Financial Statements
Your statements have been mailed.  If

you have any questions about your state-
ment please call the church office.

ASH WEDNESDAY

FEBRUARY 18

AT 6:00PM

IN THE SANCTUARY

No Adult Bible Study that night.



First United Methodist Church
615 East Main St.
P.O. Box 2014
Batesville, AR 72503-2014
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email us at fumcbatesville@gmail.com

Check out newsletters online!

www.fumcbatesville.org/

Next Newsletter Deadline

Community Breakfast

Free
8:30 Every Saturday
FUMC Fellowship Hall

9:00 & 11:00 Worship Services

Livestream on 

YouTube and on Facebook

Articles for the January 24 th newsletter must be submitted by 10:00 am Monday, January 26 th, to the church office or
by email to fumcbatesville@gmail.com

Join the Monday Night Men’s Bible Study Group for food
and fellowship  on Jan 26th, 6:00pm, at the Grammer
House.  Bring your favorite food.

SUNDAY MORNINGS
9:00am Contemporary Service—Fellowship Hall

Kids Sunday School 9:30am
Adults Sunday School 10:00am

11:00am Traditional Service—Sanctuary

Announcements

Jan 21st BFUMC Kids - 6:00pm
  BFUMC Youth - 6:00pm
  Chancel Choir Practice - 6:00pm

Wednesday Night Bible Study - 6:00pm
Jan 24th Community Breakfast - 8:30am - Fellowship Hall
Jan 26th Men's Bible Study - Grammer House - 6:00pm
Feb 3rd Church Mice - Fellowship Hall - 9a-3p


